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pLAY ANY GOOD wvird games 
* over Christmas? If you're Mill 


ia the moexi and fancy a litilc 
alliteration, tr>' and turn on wnth 
^Madrid , . . Moscow . . . Magna- 
aCmlty - - That should blow your 
mind. 



GtMES 



You coukJ go on with \ .. murder 
. . . minorilies .. . machinations . . . 
ministers . . . military iribonals . . . 
torture . . . totalitarianism . . 


The Spanish Fascists and the 


^pam 

Russian Communists have played a 
meat old Oiristmas game with the 
lives of a handful of their own 
minorities: Basques in Spain and 
Jews in Russia. Both have demon¬ 
strated Ihcir power over their people; 
both have demonstrated that they 
arc really good guys dealing with 
very dilh^lt situations in as humane 
and just a way as possible; both 

_have demonstrated that they, arc 

pn^red to listen to the voice of 
the world appealing for clemency 
and Christian, forgiveness of their 
onami^; both have dcmonsiratod to 
the work) the weird interpretaljon 
of legal procedure that is possible 
under totaiitarian regimes; both 
have demonstrated the utter cyni¬ 
cism and hypocrisy with which the 
State uses human Jives as pawns in 
its garnet 

The military tribunal in Burgos, 
at-^hich six Basque nationalists 
were found guilty of offences against 
the State, was a travesty of justice, 
' although no doubt quite proper in 
' accord with Spanish bw. 


RIDICUIOUS REAUn ? 


by torture; equally no doubt but 
that the uftolc trial was put on as a 
showpiece m the face of grovsjng and 
ever more open opposition to the 
Franco regime up and down the 
peninsula. As Franco shakes his 
way to his grave—only too slowly— 
the'jockeying for ^sitions of power 
in the succession have brought into 
the open criticisms and differences 
of opinion among the supporters of 
the regime: the F^langc. the Army, 
the Royalists, the Church, the Bour¬ 
geoisie. which seriously undermine 
the prospects for a smooth transition 
from Franco's dictatorship to . . . 
well, what? 

From the okJ dictator's poini of 
view* all this may be more serious 
than the rumblings from below; 
from the known and traditional 
opposition of the Left, existing 
underground for thirty years. He 
has known how to deal with that. 
The prisons, the firing squads, the 


disturbing. Like all psychopaths. 
Franco has his perv^ted justifica¬ 
tions for his fearful crimes and they 
include the establishment of a United 
Spanish Nation, secure and ever¬ 
lasting in its cruel Catholic morality, 
stem paternalism and firm belief in 
its own bigoted rightness in bashing 
the brains out of any thought- 
criminals who dare talk about free¬ 
dom or rights of association or any 
subversive stuff like that. 

Something therefore had to be 
done 10 rally support for the regime 
—to close the ranks of the righteous. 
The Burgos trial was perfect for this 
purpose. 

After all. a police chief was shot; 
Basque separatists have resoned to 
terrorist actions—and what govern¬ 
ment. of the right left or centre, 
could put up with tha^ (InckJenlally 
the attitudes struck'^ our own 
bourgeoisie have been amusing 
With cries for lorano^Srr on the in¬ 


howls for the return of flogging, the 
rope, 99-ycar sentences, thumb¬ 
screws—God knows what? After 
all. if Cambridge students get four 
years Borstal just for breaking 
windows , . . 


NO EMBARRASSMENT 


So Franco has been able to use 
this incident for his own political 
purposes very nicely thank you. 
Almost exactly like Mao Tsc Tung 
organising the Red Guard in the 
'cultural revolution* with massive 
demonstrations of support on the 
streets—so Franco pulled out his 
own Rcniacrowd to give him the 
'massive support* which enabled him 
to be magnanimous after the death 
sentences had been laid on the six 
Basques. 

So he has been able to prove his 
own power and the support enjoyed 
by his own faction in the Right: he 
has subdued the Left by the torture 





Ijoubt whalsbm'r out t^in^o ^uabble ^ong thin^lves Katio'nalbts maartne-guiin^-''^ 
that the 'confessions' on which the for the pickings to be got from the English police commissioner in Car- 
prosecution won its ease were gained old man's carcase — this is most diff? Wouldn’t there have been 


Growvn Opposition to the Bill 


ANARCHISIS ^Avrs a natural 
healthy scepticism when ii comes lo 
believing what politicians have to say. 
In common with all who wield power 
and authority, the latter have a habit 
of using doublethinL Their success de¬ 
pends on saying one/thing and meaning 
another—visually the e.tact opposite. If 
they rc>*ealed their (rue intentions they 
would never succeed in carrying (hem 
out. 

Mr. Carr. Secretary of State for Em¬ 
ployment. aptly illustrated the double¬ 
think technique when he recently moved 
the second reading of the Govemment’s 
Industrial Relations Bill. He said: 'The 
years ahead will show that Ibis Bill 
will increase the strength of the trade 
unions, the size of the trade unions and 
their degree of freedom and independence 
from State control and State interference.* 

What Mr. Carr docs not mention is 
the contradictiot; here of introducing 
the law or 'State interference* to bring 
about 'independence'.' AriSitdependent 
trade union movement cannot be legis¬ 
lated for and it will certainly not be 
obtained from the Tories. But the Bill 
could increase the strength of the trade 
unions', not as more effective organisa¬ 
tions of struggle against the employers, 
but as disciplinarians against militant 
members. The whole tone of the Bill 
fs aimed in this direction—to isolate, to 
split, to divide and rule. 

The Torw, like the previous Govem- 
mem. want to rule and govern. They 
sec that the strength of the trade union 
movement lies not at Congress House 
nor with its union executives, but with 
the workers organised at Uieir places pf 
work. The Bill is designed to curb 
tbit strength. Whon has a Goyemment 
legislated for freedom? When have the 
Tories ever given freedom (o the working 
class? The fneodoms won In the past 
were fought for and not just given. 
They had to be taken from the Slate 
and Jhe employeis who have. julously 
guarded thdr rule and and 


have only conceded demands in order 
lo prescrs'c their position. 

The Tories now feel that this is an 
opportune moment for legislation. Indeed 
the very nature of continual production 
processes demand such a Bill in order 
to prevent the costly unoflirial strike. 
The trade unions arc far from being 
organisations which could effect a radical 
change in society. However, their regis¬ 
tration, with a Registrar inspecting and 
probably requiring unions to alter or 
adjust (heir rules, will deny the con¬ 
tinuance of any independence that still 
exists. 

The BiU provides for a National 
Industrial Relations Court which will 
have High Court powers and be able 
(o impose legally binding dedsiom. 
Lillie justice can ^ expected from such 
courts which will reflect the interests of 
the employers and not those of the 
workers. 


DfSY THE LAW 


As anarchUls. we have a healthy dis- 
'resp^ for the Jaw. The same attitude was 
to be found amongst those who combined 
together to form the first unions. The 
history of the movement has shown that 
workers are not bound by laws and 
they will find the strength to defy the 
law once again. 

Opposition to the Bill is growing. On 
New Year's Day car workera In the 
Midlands staged a stoppage and demon- 
ftraied In (he streets of Birmingham. 
The TUCt call for lunch-lime medings 
on January 12 ^tl certainly end with 
stoppages, while, fn London, they will 
end with workers marching lo the Albert 
Hall for the evening 'demonstration' 
organised by the TUC Some will mike 
a day of ft 


^ *4 


VERBAL OPPOSITION 


The TUC only shown verbal 
opposition to the Tories* Bill. They have 
no stomach for a fight with the Goveni- 
ment. fdr their opposition is tempered 


by the knowledge that they really would 
like to perform the rote that the Bill 
will allocntc to the Courts. Discipline 
of (he rank and file members and the 
sack for the militants is the aim of 
both the TUC and the Government. 

Some trade union leaders have criti¬ 
cised the TUC for itS/Tcather duster* 
approach. But while we may laugh 
at this pun by Mr. Dan MacGarvcy, 
we must remember that this same gentle¬ 
man sat with Lord Cameron and the 
socreiary of an employers* organisation 
and condemned the action of building 
workers who were on strike in Loodon. 
In fact some of the recommendations 
made by these men, such as inspection 
of union rules, are incorporated in the 
Tories' Bill. One should be wary of 
support by Mr. MacGarvcy as well 
as of the Labour Party's 'constructive 
alcerhative’ that they are now proposing 
to work out with the TUC for when 
they return to power. 

*1110 Tories, the Labour Party and 
the TUC see the perpetuation of the 
present system as being of prime im- 
ponance. Our struggle for higher wages 
and belter working conditions has not 
altered the rclaliOAship of boss and 
worker in industry. Basically the power 
structure has not changed and a minority 
who own the wealth and control the 
means of production Still wield power 
over our lives. We are governed poli¬ 
tically and economically and neither the 
TUC nor the pollticaf parties will try to 
change that basic fact Only workera 
as individuals can change this by joining 
tofelher to make a revolutionary al- 
.(ematxvc to the present system. 

The Opposition to the Bill could grow 
arid radicalise to form demkndi (hat the 
syitem could not mo^ This is the only 
alternative. We should work towards 
(hb abofitlon of a system of the govemed 
arid the kovemon arid rid ourselves of 
leaders who think that they, know what 
is belt for us. 

P.T, 


VShrifyw'handled_by the 'mJiitdjry: 
-^nring inci^lally. U^.stx 

accused were for a tune sittbg hand- ' 
cuffed and with earplugs in their 
cars! To slop them talking in the 
Basque language!) And. a^vc all. 
he has saved the regime from inter¬ 
national odium by commuting ihc 
death sentences (and three or the 
accused were sentenced to death on 
two counts!) lo a mere thirty years' 
imprisonment apiece. Hius (he de¬ 
mocratic West can breathe again. No 
embarrassing decision has lo be 
made about Fascist Spain's place 
among the democracies. NATO, the 
Common Market . . . come back. 
Hispania. all Is forgiven. 


Russia, and an estimated half- 
million of them at least would like 
lo get out and go either to Israel or 
to the West This clearly cannot be 
allowed any more than the l^sques 
can have their independence—or 
the Nagas or the Welsh or the 
Ukrainians or the Biafrans could* 
for that matter. 

Not only would a mass exodus be 
a great propaganda defeat for the 
Cbmmunisu. but any strengthening 
of Israel would not be in line with 
the pro-Arab policy of (he Soviet 
Union in the Middle East. 

The (Communists for political 
reasons arc anti-Zionist and it is of 
course very easy for this to spill over 
into anlj-scmitism in practice, al¬ 
though it would be false to say (hat 
this is what it is in terms of official 
policy—except that any minority is 
fair game for a totalitarian regime 
lo play divide and rule with. 

In ihc event, Mr. Kosygin was able 

^ Mnn noHA'Bfc 
lerai Kranco^-=^d pSSpAbout as^. 


MINORm' POLITICS 


Meanwhile, back in the USSR, 
similar political sltcnanigans were 
being woven around Ihc fate of 
Iwo Jews found guilty and con¬ 
demned to dcaih for hi-jacking a 
plane which ihcy had not even 
boarded when ihcy were not even 
armed. But the Court was convinced 
of their hstentioa to hi-jack a plane, 
since, among other things, other Jews 
had done so on other occasions! 
There arc three million Jews in 


.:jn'u^.' imb^ wilh jhe 'ChHstiaiij 

Havmg had a^unfal.bf 9 SppWc^,,.£A^^ 
type trial, and found the defendant' “ ^ 

guilty as arranged, with the right two 
sentenced to death, although no 
plane had been hi-jacked and no one 
had been shot, the big generous 
gesture was then possible—commu¬ 
tation of the death sentence to a 
mere 15 years in Siberia! Such arc 
the standards of behaviour of all the 
olhcr governments of the world that 
a great sigh of relief went up. From 
.the Vatican—whence the Pope had 
issued pleas for clemency to both 
Spanish and Russian authorities— 
came this gem: 

Tfic 4feican ncwipapcr. UOiservatore 
Romano, said last nrght (hat the acts of 
cicmenci' by the Spanish and Soviet 
auihoriuci in tbe last hours of 1970 
had illuminated the start of the New 
Year with a himun light 'At least for 
one day a common hope of clemency 
has triumphed.' 

—^uardtan, 1.1.71. 






THE REAL QUESTIONS 


And so it goes. Nobody questions 
the rights of life and death of (he 
Spani^ and Russian Governments. 

Continued on page 2 




THE WRITING ON THE WALL 


A gain in receot weeks, the 

workers in Easiem Europe have 
openly expressed theiir opposition to the 
tyranny and riconomic exploitation of (he 
(Communist Party dictators. The result 
has been the uprising in Poland and the 
iron-fisted reaction of the. Polish dictators 
which has resulted in the slaughter of 
hundreds of workois. including women 
and children. 

Like any capitalist government in the 
West, the Polish Government has tried 
to solve iu economic problems by lower¬ 
ing the living sUndaids of (be workers. 
Tbe riots in the Baltic ports were appari 
eitlly sparited olT by increases in food 
prices, but (here is little doubt that the 
opposition has gone beyond economic 
d^ands and the authority of the Com¬ 
munist Par^ has been ^allenged. Tbeee 
have been hunierous strikes and deriion- 


sirafions, and slogans with the message 
'Down with (he red bourgeoisie* have 
appeared on walls in the capital. The 
nature of the demonstrations was made 
clear by the report of a Swedish news¬ 
paper reporter: 'What happened in 
G^nsk was a revolution—and a success¬ 
ful one. The local Communist Party 
leadership hung a white flag from a 
window of the top floor and left tbe 
building with their bands up. The build¬ 
ing was set on fire and Party officials 
were seized by about 3,000 shipyard 
workers Svho had marched in from tbe 
harbour.* 

The uprising has resulted In tbe re- 
plaeement of Gomulka by Cierek b 
one realizes that everything changes 
stay the same when one reme m be rs (hat 
Gomulka came to powe r oq a similar 
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Femand Legei: The 


I finanO lc»rt.i ili. i .*1 

\ I:K IHI M the I itc 

tifltllN l*tvn iTu IjU'im I'*! »miuT» 
CTiTi^i%fn niaiiilv Th'x.ui'c »’l ikc'i I'l** 
Icnhou' !’> ci v » vTmI'iImm* I’llcn •• 

A« an AJ^'rnJu'n lo licn.»i\ .ui!v 

to ch*npo ibe nanK of the wiihm 

The CitAto^tic. uy wbo ran hUmc the 
c^HH' or Ibe honest man il hr c»mI\ the 
lip or akoepi hot irifN the 

Irarupi «nd Iho \iuUcfi! itjaltcr 


ROUND THE GALLERIES 


within Iho bawmonl reetauranl over the 
npe of truth Once again the Dircc 1 or\ 
of the T»lc Gallery have cKned both 
cyo* anJ flred ofl both hnrrcK Tok^nuivc 
and I. the meui humane and gentle of 
critica, will grant them one hie and one 
ghoitly miiv 

Leger anJ Pufht l*ari% t> a inapnirt 
ccftlty moiinled cthihilion ond it n a 
genuine plen«iire to w-alV among th«c 
well-hung paintingt on their icmporary 
whito wslla with n low ceiling that give* 
a contemporary intimacy lo the work 
It it a weU-mnnnted cthibiiion and a 
good and informative catalogue and 
Leger’a 70 or lo paintingi can Mill cicitc 


I hr »(K 41 il. I . ^ iti* k 

(t.'li ff.'Mi h.k I'Ki'h »iMi ih.* I..ir.l«»ih 
i.nt nm» h 1i»i ihr .iiii'l •‘■i 0»r| li*»r 
atinnptrtl uittl pii»b.»l*U OMkCCile*! m 

ic'kiiickiinp 1 epfi ii»h* •' lc.»*lor ««l a 
ino\emrni whi« ilrlit’rrnirK k»i'Ttr*I l«' 
clean ibe *aii».»*e% ibe ft»m.ioliv mb 
hivh of ihc age. to 'wrep owiiv tbc 
an 1 ^llc itebric of Ibe Diit.iikl ii»t»vrniriil 
nml b* ollri a tlc.iiikiil realiMic nllciiia- 
li\c lo ilic cfoiic bier.«r> «l fmi)- 

tife w.‘iM of Ibe ciirre.iliM inocrmcnl f«ii. 
claim Ihc »«ryanikeic id ibe r«hibiiiiio. 
Ilic fbitiMk of Ibe title ».»n ib»o Ik- hiIci- 
prcicd lo lefri to a cpccllic riuocmenl lit 
I'icntli .itl .il a cpccitic liisloiK.ll iiioincnt 
In time, .ind also mote liro.idlv lo an 
atiitdc climate ibai pTortt ils lailb tn 
foim.il pure idijcciisc s.ibicc' I cb«'**tc 
lo doiiTii ifiic for I would hold that 
minor nitisu can Ik forinnale enough to 
find an cac> side for fbeir liniilcd 
talents and within ibal small orcii they 
Howet Ihc scorktng-mjsscs of I’aric owe 
I.eger a debt fi'r they weic Ins miImciI 
mailer and be illumiri.atcd ihc worhl of 
iIki prolet.-siiat wiitiin n mechanticd 
socitlv and shtswrd the working mass nc 
free individuals within the iron cages of 
die .ipe 

A m.sn id pcasanl baikgroiinil who 



Bannei of the Proleloilol 


loiii'lil ifir I if.t XSi'ilil VS ' • ' 

bill Icgri b» 'i.cl'i ' ' bf* woit 

.1 irioiliip i|(idpi-.l.oidiiie '‘il s>Mip4ltiV 
lot ibr r4tfs w.iitint ‘‘is* W itlon iIm 

rsiilriiirMl id Ibr ... mlellrv 

lual sorirly of rfjt f'.ifo rioiftim lurulics 
I cpci ibiise as bis coiil.sil wilb bis 
fellow men Ibe l iemti worlmp il.iss .irid 
lor Mint bis ait and los sobicits won Inin 
« place wilhin rtic l«••dl»^ *d oiu njre 
.mil ti\ miIkc of Oi.il to* woik will iirsri 
be lost While Ibe liirnds .md asuKiates 
of l.eyri tiiiiicit I" ibe i.ill's and the 
polilic.'d cii|t>s for till II siibjctf niaflcr, 
Leger Inincil to ibe f.icioiv and the fai 
lory workers 'Ibr N uioiiaii pdntrrs 
idcaliKil work rmd il»e workers ul a safe 
remove ami they poiiravcd ific winker 
as n sweatiest (iteiiaii sltisc. b'ppv and 
doelk rn lilt ellorllcss lubiioi for iTiis 
sans parnliriK by die nmlillr class for (he 
noddle class nml thi* is what they wished 
111 beliese nml Ibis is wb.sl do'i bought, 
hut Ixgcr wns too insoKed willi his npo 
for tills delihcralc ilcccpticm and his 
bmilcil Ulenis foiinil a f>dl and happy 
outlet in the rncihnnlcal. managcriiil 
w^’ild of cofie. evlindri tlrnighl Ime and 
cirrie 

ihil Ihc direcitirs of the cshibiimn hast 
«^rk«-/t 1 >*i>r in ilirs aticmni ui 


pi «• < ... tin Itl til • i.Mii I 11 II ril 

MimtOiiiii .Old oi oi .iiriiii|»i 1 ,, pt,. f 
lbr>f ( o< loiroioiil lion sciib 4 r tbbli- <1 
mioio piiitiris •l•ll••||o«g ib« M own ilooy 
willi burs anil iiiilrs. iililcs ami Ions 
leper w IS itii putisl fi.i Ik; • rtim 

Vkfio hiitd dir bitglil (ilOlitlivr Mil 
lololirs sliAifhl Hill id die IhIk* ,ii«d be 
liid bide lour for die mtioai Kafka 
woilil of Moridiun W’b<< W 4 \ the s<t|ii.irv 
.iimI in.oicr ponsl of dial age. foi Ibr 
iillOiialr ill art is the ib.twri nrclr on a 
while back ground Ni*d dtc idlim.iir r< 
icclloti id loiMiiiilic art is 4 dr.>wn single 
siraiglit hno on n while bnckgioond and. 
like siiiciife It IS a rnagndiceriT gesiuir 
ih.d call only bo fKiformefl once 

fegci wriis foiliinaic in Ids age and his 
artistic assiKi.iles for Ihe ago gjir him a 
• nbjccl and Ins assiKiales gave aiilhorify 
to Ins mclhod <d painting Whal is in 
deed iinfortiinate. not for ns Kni for l.eger 
is that Iho directors of the cthihition 
have (hoten lo hang Tahlo I'lcasao's 
t-'fmnir within Ihe hra/l id Ihe 

I.eger oihlhiiion and 1'icasvi‘s rnunu- 
mental fat tsfoad dominales this t^rurr 
eahiiulion and by the very nainre of this 
rxiagndlccnt pairiling everything else wiih- 
in tfic eihihiiioti is reduced to llie 
second and ihird rate I'lrnsao's wonder- 


i'll (t..|.iov '• ■ |•lnHlp plaiid. s< 4 lri] 

>b> 0 (ir,.iti iltr intiie lihlbtlnto 
• hd it IS Hits iitii luonrs ilte 

tiiiiid islttn t»»- 1 r ivr il* fate (filUry 
for eviivdniitr 'Aidnii rlu- cifiibilioo tiivl 
dir l,iir'j tirioiiirs no noire dun 4 div 
l>l •> siijM t III I d b| iMlaoi r Vcl fm all 
ib 4 t dii« IS one I.f iliv fair fralkryi 
nnesi litiurs for il 1 % otio itf the l<st 
csloi'ii>>Kis ib«i they li4se fiioiiniert fur 
.1 nonii-rr i<| >r.^ts joul vse i.m p.iy h«rm' 
igr III I rgrr fo| •!« tpife bis Iirnil 4 l|«>fii 
he pr<M|in.e<t woik .is V 4 litl io his age as 
dii; dlumin.itioris of the medieval arlly 
monks for if I h.tii lt> place f cioand 
I eger wiibio Ibe blirory of Western aif 
I Would noi irl 4 lc him io Ihe lafd crrirno- 
p<dil.in soneiy of Ibe l' 4 ris twenlies nr 
our own inicMcctu.d llieonsinf hy pie> 
lures of Wyndlmm l ewis's acrid Vnr 1 l> 
iisl groups hut to II reiigxnii age a 
ihoiis md yc.irs .igo when monks as crafla* 
men^painieri. workmii wiihin fhc con¬ 
fines rd flicif (clls and their Conformist 
wi>f|d. turned the frametl cell into a 
Winged chariot to the glory of their am 
and iheir fellow men lalKiurini in tha 
fields Thus poinicd I'cmand [.egcr. 


AatiiijR M(.fYKr. 
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lei There Be Light 


In Rewersn 


fpHF. DfSPUTE STARirO iii fuel m 
•* September when ncgoiiaiiisns vlanrd 
at tho annual review of pay and condi 


mg iheiii oiiprcfurrd when the prop.i 
gnnda and general lies darted Tlial 
publicity could cosily have been arranged 


tjons. Lasi year, if you rcincmbcr. ihc at short notice is evident, hut for some 
*hop iieward«’ commiticcs iinofTiciaUv reason it was not Instead ihc public re- 
demand^ 18% and tlsc L'nionv accepted ccis*ed only the most insidious pnrpa- 

ganda. not only lies from Ihe news medi.i 
(calling it a strike! but also of n baser 
kind such a« cartoons or quips from disc 
|Ockc)*i. That humour and music have 
been used before to lower ibo coniciuits 
barriers in propaganda campaigns will bo 
remembered by thoto who mw (ho Nazi 
anilttmlbc poMen or liiuoed to 'Loni 
I**, Tbot U b MW put o( 8. 

fiatni repreeiton made ffs reVclHin m»*ir 
impiiruiiii 

Alvi (hut Herr Pardttc. f.ibci.d Mi* 
for N' ( luiiw.dl «|uiiicd the IK?' 'Ciui 
spir.ic\ and I'roicclion id Property Act* 
fsicfi amended by the *l;!cetricity. 

fiav and Water Act enlilliHK any meic 
labouring man lo six morilhs ai Her 
Matesiy's expense with the pleasure^ of 
bard labour for alriking. shows lhat be. 
let alono Ihc Tories (Red and Ifluo 
varieties), regards il n enve for ihc new 
nnii-vlnkc Hill demonstrating lilvcnilisin 
lo he (ho mockery il iv. 

Any'way. because of the alienation of 
the public, ibe propaganda wnv snaked 
up with the tcsulls wo all know II is 
my opinion tlut this alienation is ilue to 
Ihe stow hut steady movcmenl of power 
stations to the couniryside f)nic. when 
asking the wuy in town otic wav bdd 


10% (Tkixdom. VoI 31. No 3) The 
ahop stewards tried to organize an un- 
ofbcial national strike starting on January 
5 last year and failed. U was notable, 
however, lhat in that ditpuio the main 
Unions in the limelight were the TAG. 
the MAO and tho AEU. thi» time il w« 
ETU_ led by cz*communUt Frank 

wun an undertaking ku mure bnai lui 
gaining. Now*, .s yor later, this has not 
mnicrialired and inMcad ihr I TH took 
the fore, and cocked it yood and pi«iper 
Why? 

rirslJy t)ie work-to-rulc iind go-slow 
<not a strikc!| lud more clfcti than they 
expecLcd. mostly because the first two 
elauica of (ho ofllcial instructions slated 
*1. No overtime or (runsferred spawt lo 
bo worlictT and *2. No lrrii|torary up or 
down grading will be acreplecT. Por 
years tho industry has got by on over¬ 
time for day muintennnee worken. but 
only in certain regions to any extent 
(hence Ihe low national average for over- 
llrr>c) and on transferred iporcs for shift 
workers—the great majority. Whin has 
happened is that cvxry man works spare 
shifts a few limes per month, as fwri of 


his rot.T. to rnnke up a 4()-hour week. ‘Oown past the ga' works ami Tighi ul 
even though his job is taken by someone the electric light works', now it\ left at 
ciso at Uin( time However these have Tcvco's. righi ut Sainvhury's ond oppoHlc 
usually been transferred, at short notice, 
to another day for night) to fill a vacancy- 
duo lo illness or shortago of men ftum* 
over is very bight. 'Ihis may of course 
involve up or clown gmding. When this 
was done much plant w*as left under¬ 
manned and the irmnining men properly 
shut il down 

Tho militancy of the men nnd ihuv 
their cfTcctivcncsv shook the l.'nions. le.u- 


pine I .ire' Iho cIcsiMcilv woikcis arc 
vcaitcied in remote and rcuciioii.-try rural 
communities, with only the Naiional 
I'ront farmers for allies 

It has ulw liccn argued (hat ccri.ito 
people Wilhin ihc mduviry Incd to aggra¬ 
vate pt'wcr cuts (o cvveniial supplies to 
worsen ihc men's public image lliiv is 
quite povvihly true and (he t >Miiins arc 
MOW- hivevligaliiig hfaii) liospil.)lv vtcre 



All corics|Mmiknrc to 

Peter Ijk Mare. S llaiinaforc Iluad. 
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AFIIIB—To lilt (■roups. 

Next AFitU) Meeting and Prinluction, 
Sunday. February 7. Plc.nso send a dele- 
fata to Birmingham. (Accommodation 
provided if necessary.) Address all letters 
to: 

Peter La Marc, 5 Hannafore Road. 
RoUon Paik, Birmingham. 16. Tci. 
02l'454 6871. Material that cannot 
wait for tha buUerJn to be sent to 
R. AfkiBa, Vanbrugh College. Ifei- 
linglon, York. Tha Coaiart Cotus 
In rt«edofB* la alao avnJtobTe for 
■rvant (afomflon- 
Groups should send latait addretaes 
(o Bitmiofham. How inquirers should 


Nfll Munrri. 


k. Mm« 

•( 


Cut nil iinnecesurily at the tlnions b.vd 
instructed (ho men In cn opciate in such 

cases If raqufvfed. 

1be mint unfortunate thing about the 
dispute is the split iKiwcen ihe stall nnd 
men after tho FPIiA'i climHdown It 
has becume iradilimul in recent years for 
holli 'sides' In demand ihe same rises 
through their sepiraic negotiating chan 
ncis and S4> the refusal (•> lake industrial 
action At the last mmiife is not taken 
kindly. Ihis elimb-dosvn was. however, 
in a way undeisiAiidable. The anginoen 
in lha Araa DtaiJs wera working up to 
20 jKNirt a. dAr-a)K 4 |ehlg 8 i 
'sfreci .if's fTfec. auiilln]B llicm 


IJc-ir Coiiitailcs. 

A way to itliislrate the flagrant injustice 
of (ho legislation on trade unionism 
woutil be to imagine Ilic oulrry there 
would be if Ibe legislation was to lie 
reserved 

LETTER 


vcieclivc niii*- cnUils driving round 
town alJ lUy oper.itmg ihcse swiiehevl 
If iTic> li-iit worked to rule more hospi¬ 
tals. etc . woiilil have been nit oil and 
the death of more than the one icriiunal 
p.ilieol blamed on ilie 'slnkc' 

Wh.it happens now wc do n«*t know 
rmther mdiistria! ai.tion is iiiihkelv. Ihc 
men Ksving been tirnior.ili/cd by politic 
reaction 1bc court wit) not give us 2H 
and I suppose we vbitl wait >cl ag.)in 
Perhaps nrvi lime we should lake 4 
tcs\on from ilic French cleviriciiv workers 
in I'XiH Stay ioside and give (he bloody 
slutl .-iw.iV All It needs is .1 quuk .ill 
out. broilicrs' to ibe mclcr le.-itJcis uiul 
bill colIccioTs* 

<)HR Mss IS nil 

I I I r I MU I II .III WoNXS 


ff Ihc rue were to he doc to appoint 
a registrar of cmpbiyers with whom all 
firms must be registered and whom nil 
such finns should he forced lo olisfy that 
iheir relaiionvhips in indiitiry were iusr 

Tf. whenever a vvage clnim was pre- 
Bcfiiad and refused, the TUC vrere em¬ 
powered to declnra a cooling off period 
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wrile direct (u them or in the AFD 
information ofTico in llimunghtm 

AFa BrcJONAl. GROI.T9 
fheic a/« •ntrcliiil ttoiiCN in tlntml «y«rf 
part nf (te cuunirx 1u And yvuf n«*(nt i/oup 
»ru« lo 

Norik W««l Fr<i«fAltoBi Sverdiry. In SmHh. 

47 Ojrcnc* .yirrd. I'/imfiiST, lanrtiicr 
Convalli A facoM. 17 LoSrth RmiT. Sr AuMlI. 
IM. M». IS I 

A K. Iferi*.* f* N««il>. ‘A«fr*n . Irnlna 
Iam t.lakl AeH Oieca. Cokhcsl*/ (QS4. FI.) 
g^fori a WrlfN. 47 roll«M RnkJ. Fmom 
VMkrblrri Miilm Watkins. I Ul J>. 90 Qartridan 
H'vJ. Icedi. ITS v|. 

IrmfmraiT Sarrnarf. 

3fl) Corntull AbsrJfen 

W«la«t cr» P 1 M*t« r«4Jrm abosa) 

N. Irriuai do Pr«*Jno» 
g. kr«(«Aai 20 rnlleac I •n«. Oulihn. 2 
UaiT«n*y awl t 

(AkaMslaMAMi M—flWtUnL MX—r 
O—Ouamrir; FI.—fro* 
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Hcrenilier IS t<# 31 bir. 

Il I I P V VVolcrrhamploiii J K W 2 
J.l. 9/., PonclkiiMl: J r.r t.) Ii' Ailing- 
riofii M it L3 18-'-. PcIcilioriMigli: J W 
4 Suliw: Americ.iri I'xile 4 -, J(<»aiti 
I'diki H (* *>-. f'lMiiltrldgc: A (r L7. 
Ciirdin: 11 II I -: Oslo: K It M .3.H. 
CunihtlrlKc: R W A f il. Chesfen l> I 
i I. ('ullfomlii: Italian < omnidcs per A K. 
12M. (■rnrsut M.l’ 7 . Donruslcrt OK 
V4. (rra/: (* A ID-. >'iirkt 1.1 (2: 

PererboniiighT f-W 11, lAinilon, W.Si 
I W 4 2. Ncwcusllc'oii-'l'ynr: 

£14 -. St. Cloud: M(iA CI7 in/-: 
Ixirrsirr: J A I*, il. GUsgim; A J. 
I.onrfiiii. N.I9: J.H £2/11 Wolverbuiiip- 
Urn: K 1 5C; Loitdon. S.\V.4t I t*. £S; 

llitclilni I. A. 10/-; Bouksltop: K A. 7 -; 
SC 5.- 
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of ins sli.irehiddcrs ««n die iulsis.ilHltli 


Writing on the Wail 

CcMillnoed fr 
popular disCHniciil 


of |iiing to itriko—wiih full circullliop 
of accrnmtc 

'Ihnt any employer cnitaged in an 
illegal refusal of nich wage rise ahould 
be fined 

Thai 

'Ilic trouble is lhai ihe TUC is so |iii> 
less ihal if It had uich powers it would 
slill use ihem lo the bosses* Henelll nel 
Ihc wnrlers'—which of course is (he 
fallacy of Ihe stale rond lo aoci.sliim. 

IrAtern.vliy. 

I. Onia. 


GRIM GAMES 


hecqu.se if iliry do. then ihc n^u 
of life and dead) <d un> government 


page I 

wasc ol popular disCHniciil Inrihcr- 
inoic. dcspilo his 'back-pedalling' iin 
Goinulku's ecoMomii: policies. Gierek is 
ccrUinly no ‘lllscrul' Ho »s remembered 
for his h.vrd line uUitude .vga msi stiidcnis* 
demands fur greater ficcJutn of csprcs- 
siun III l9f>M 

l*ivdKi.ib|y (he bourgeois press In 
llritam was ihoroughly confused by iho 
whole incident J( all mndc great propa- 
gjtttla ill favour of 'our free vicicly' hut 
ibo press hacks weren i petiurbed by ihc 
f.Kl dial Ihc I'olisTi wofkcis were protest¬ 
ing ag.iinst cc'oiioiuic 'reforms' similar in 
principle to Ihovc lieloved by 'demiK’ralic' 
poliiici.uis .'Old jmirn.vlislic hacki in (be 
West measures (n enforce sirictcr l.iboiii 
discipline .md higher productivity 

Ihc workers ui ilic 'Comniunist 
countries aie certairdy not giving ibcir 
lives irt order to replace Ihe blatant 
iyi.imiy of the < ommunisi t’any by ihc* 
tnoic snhilc—hill crpi-illv viciiMis sc hen 
■he system is challenged^form of oppres¬ 
sion and esploilatiun which we find in 
the ■dcmiHfallc* West 

Ihc I'otiftli w-nrkerv mnv huvo lieen 
icmpoiurily defeated again inst hko iho 
Knssiuit woikcrs whn weic niiiftlcred by 
Irolsky iind ilic sMher ronimimisi Party 
biiiclicrs III Krnnstiidl in 1931. However, 
the itlc.v of II ficc Communist siKiely 
cnnnot l*c dcviroyed by (he .uliiuis uf 
lying nimdcrers who Try to caiiKSiillagc 
Iheir crimes ugairist hnmanily behind u 
hlilctuiv rn.isk of 'siKialivni*. 

Ilolilcrs of power. Iicwarc' 'Ihc day 
IS coming when workers licisl uiid West 
will refuse to be fiuvlcd tiny longci by 
yimr divisive lies nf race, nuliun nnd 
ideology, and together we will sweep 
your kind into the diisibm of liUiory 
Wc will build a harmonious world bused 
not on (ho uneasy 'peace' of your micicnr 
slocVpika, nn( (ho 'oiJor' uf Ihc jackboot 
Olid ihc inochiric-gun. not tho 'justice' of 
a syilcm which denies workers the pro¬ 
duct of (heir luboufs. not (fio 'democracy* 
which denies the individiinl eonirol of 
hit own life nnd environment, hut the 
voluntAry co*opern(lon of free groups nnd 
indrvidiiaU. 

Tho writing Is on the wall* 

Tranv PiriLLinn. 


N'lKwIy »jii.'vli"Us ihc right nf ihc 
Kdssiaii and Sp.iriish (lovc’iinncnks 
lo continue lo dominate minnriiica 
held by force under ilicif control U 
IS accepted lh.it die Hasqiics be die- 
Uitcd !>• front Madrid, and ihc Jews 
diroiiyhoui the Soviet Uiiinn^and 
die 1 kramiaiis and other rclucioni 
.S-ivici cili/ens Ik* diclaicd bi from 
Moscow. Nohivdy (|(iestions this be¬ 
cause ihcii the rights of any govem- 
niciil will Ik* qucslioncd. 

NohfHly actuully qucsiions (he 
rinhls Ilf the Spamvii or Srwicl 
(rovcniiiienis lo c*»nifol the move- 
inent of 'ilieir' 1 ili/cns. Ivcauv: then 
dtc whole i|ucslion of die divine nghl 
of governiucnls 10 pive or witlihoU 
passfMirls. vis^is. pcrmKsHMi, will he 
opened for discussion 

Ibidi Kussia and Spain are wmung 
die Wcsicrn dciniKracIcs ai the 
nioMicni I'or (hcii own reasons. 
They arc prepared («* make gcnuflcc- 
liotis in (he direxiiim of lilvral dc> 
riiiK'racy. bin it had iiodiing to do 
with cicineney. niagnanlniity. Clirlst- 
in.is or any oihcr crap. 

Well. yes. it was a kind of Christ¬ 
mas jj.itnc A iiiixlurc of Monopoly. 
Diploniucy. l*<»stniairs Knock. Mur¬ 
der. Fokcr with marked cards, crap 
Willi loaded dice, chess with ihc 
pawns in the .sjyollighi. and crib- 
nayc lifiecn 1 •.».>. fificcn four, 

and iw'o for his knob 

llui (III we all have lo play thev 
tmnies,' 

JU.'sTIW, 


Sl.llSCHIP^J JONS 

We hiivc MOW Ijnlshcd seitdiiig mit 
uH Ihc viirioiis lypcs of renewal 
notice, with (ho cxccptinn of those 
Mihwriplions sshich expired ssilh Ihe 
InsI Issue of M'rciMlom' of 1970. 

As Ihcsc constiliitc (he hulk nf 
our list, wcTl not Ik* M*iT4tiiiK .separate 
notUtx. Ini( DSC ihis liisiciid to nsb 
voD lo try nnd renew us .soon at 
pnssihk', if you hiive mil nlreudy 
dime M). 

1971 nilea lire ptihlished In fhh 
Lssne, 


L- ■ B ^ > 
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Hew Writers and Readers Begla Here 


I TS JUST A TRICK of the calcnU.ir 
nnil ihc Nc^^• Year hasn't actually .•n\ 
tijnificance (the phenomena of rchirth 
and rccurtcnrc tales plasr in Spnnn 
really) hut editorial thoughts turn at 
this time to the prs'blcm AVhal is 
FurrnoM all about?' This ycat. what 
«ith our sister taking c>n a 

new look (and a new editor) and Fleet 
Street taking a new nose-disr. we arc 
impelled to take a new cool look at 
rartnoM 

We arc helped in this by three letters 
from Leedv York and Bath making 
suggestions and criticism about Fri coom; 
we nre ever loth to waste our precious 
space on self-regarding activities—even 
praise of Frleoom is excluded. We do 
not take the hypocritical position that 
we wTlconoe coni/roc/ive criticism, for 
criticism is. by its nature, destructive, 
but destruction is necessary before some¬ 
thing can be constructed on the aamc 
rile. Thus destructive criticism is a 
creative act. 

The editorial board of Freedom is 
an example of workers* control. A 
group of people got together to do 
a job (s-iz. producing a newspaper); 
from time to time people drop out, 
from pressure of other work, from 
inability to work with the original group, 
for s'ariom reasons. On the other hand, 
various people are asked to join the 
group (some decline) because they are 
Juown to have talents useful to the 
paper. Some people are talented hut 
thought to be difficult to work with, 
some who arc acceptably useful are 
presented by geography or other cir> 
cumstaoccs from joining. 

We do not claim, nor ever have 
claimed to be (he paper of (be anarchist 
movemenL We have been defined as 
*a paper at the sers'ice of the anarchist 
movement*, a fact to which the 'Groups* 
and 'Contact' columns bear witness even 
If the rest of the paper sometimes fails, 
in (he eyes of some, to meet thoi 
promise. 

1970 saw changes in editorial per¬ 
sonnel and to match this there have been 
changes in our content and in our 
readenbip no doubt, since it is true, 
u one of our critics mentioned, that 


giH's on in otiici lcfi-NM»jj whu'h 

can conuiund the sclrtc^^ N.icnficc .md 
dcdtcaiton of the noble idiou wlio *cll 
the wcll-knoun papers nl factor> p.iiev 
and on virect corners. Anarchism is 
dedicated to tc.iching people to live for 
thcmselxcs not. as most Icft-xxing move¬ 
ments do. to impress upon people 'the 
sordid necessity of firing for olhcrs'— 
to quote Oscar Wilde We arc not 
mugs or ntartyrs. There tire people 
who cn|oy editing nets'spapers. writing 
for nesvspapcrs. dcsp.stching newspapers, 
selling newspapers and. we want people 
to enjoy rending our ncss^spaper. We 
need such people. But. thiitgs being 
what they arc. such people are rare. 

We do not aim at explicit propaganda 
of (he clichf-mongering kind but aim 
at implicit propaganda which the in¬ 
telligent reader will grasp. This is not. 
in the clichr^ phrase, n class issue. In¬ 
telligent readers can be workingclass and 
some intellcciunls are not intelligent. On 
the other hand w'c do not xsish to 
start an anli-intellectual campaign. What 
use will the new society be if there is 
to be no art or philosophy? Surely 
one of the aims of anarchism is to 
make art and philosophy the concern 
of all. 

We have had suggestions for a horo¬ 
scope column, we know other left-wing 
papers dootc columns to sports activities 
but our space is limited nnd astrology. 

. football and cricket do not rank yxt 
among our priorities. We have our 
biases in favour of literature, art. pop 
music, jazz and cinema, which find their 
way into our columns. We occasionally 
review theatre, television—if w*© had 
regular contribution.s on these subjects 
we should have to ration them out 
One of our correspondents gave us a 
list of potential subjects as follows: 
'revolutionary' eating, sex Ohat old thing), 
music, entertainment, community, pro¬ 
testing. leucf'writing. habitation, reading, 
thieving, disruption, proj^ganda. dia¬ 
logue. leaching, holidays, raising children, 
religion, enjoymeni’ We do not say 
we should be happy to consider articles 
on anv or all of these subjects. Wc 
recently reiccted an article on how to 
make blackberry wme and a severely- 
limited useful article on a speed trap 

Ihc 
OOBtri- 


. 'in' strong penonniitv of a paper* would 

,.,hclp. The Uci (bat I mluxim ■- r S l fl fl mo iunstijn Fn ala nd , 

00 R veto buls would uein^to oecile' aombee 'tbn..tD» more c 

"iKs possibility of a single-pointed, ringlo- bim'ons we c»n get the more we must 
minded paper but wc belio'c that even reject 

without one strong dominant personality The same correspondent suggested 
on the editorial board (our Leeds corres- articles on the mainstream thinkers of 
pendent mentioned the laic Marie-Louisc anarchy pointing out their relcx*ancc. 
Bemcri as an example) we arc emerging contradictions and their relation to other 
as a team and productng a paper with 
personality. 

We are not a mass-agiialionol paper. 

True, we agilote. and would like to 
appeal to the mass—but the world is 
not like that. To gel a circulation 
like (he Sun wc should have to be 
like the Sun. and the ume goes for 
the uncommiued high-circulation under¬ 
ground (and Metropolitan line!) pubti- 
cations such as ftuernaiional Times. OZ 
and Frivtiie Eye, which some would 
have us emulate. 

As to mass-agilatinn w-c tried to avoid 
the clichd-mongcring and politicking that 


•Ml Ihc cdiioii.d b«Mrd on ihix ImiI ibe 
iioih I' ih.'i "c li;»v*n I seen (lie rtphi 
c.sriiMMiv \ci Itiimnur is (he most 
diflicuU ihing m p«»i over nnil «»piniont 
on ii diflcr^cxcn on editonni boards 
and more so uilh readers! As rcg.xrds 
humour in general, it Is extremely difli¬ 
cuU to Isc funny svoek after week after 
week llunioiir must be spontaneous 
or nothing 

tic makes a pica- for us (o follow 
issues from sveek lo week such ns the 
Fulham squat and the prosecutions. As 
regards Fulham wo were favourably 
placed fand biased) because two of 
(he editorial bt^ard ssxrt deeply involved. 
>fany stories wc could have had wc 
h.xvc failed to gel. owing to lack of 
correspondents writing to us — the 
Brighton squat, the, recent squ.sfs in 
East London—and we have also failed 
to send rrporicrs out to gel these stories. 
Wc were recently given details of 
academic trouble at Birmingham but our 
correspondent was to heavily involved 
that he could not give ui a story, all 
ssx could do uros pick up details from 
the national press and 'hand-outs'. One 
of the more vulgar editors has coined 
the expression *a wank* for the type 
of story which retails (be well-known 
facts of some governmental or judicial 
outrage and (ben proceeds to get worked 
up about (he predicUble dirty behaviour 
of government or judiciary. It is one 
of the aims of Freedom to avoid such 
Vanks*. For (his we do need on-the- 
spot correspondents. This if course faces 
us with Ihc question of choice, and 
authoritarian as it seems, it is the 
function of editors to edit! 

It is quite true, as other correspondents 
have pointed out, that our somewhat 
bizarre publishing schedule mitigates 
against topicalily. Unfortunately this is 
true but certainly we can give a fresh, 
detached viewpoint on current eventx. 
and if wc keep i( that way people will 
find it worth while waiting to see Vhat 
Frcux>m sa>'s about it*. 

By and large since the advent of 
AFBIB wc have given up the function 
of being an internal bulletin for the 
anarchists. We strive'to keep oul dts- 
of P.M being'rude to .AN (not 
• 7 uir<’ as our correspordent putv it. wc 
have changed (he Ul0it9>.*We aHv itrivo 
to keep out paio^ mucks; to question 



bolfs 


V.III .«bi> help (Irsp.itih I Kiiiitxi 

Wc do aim fur scoops' and nrtulcs 6[!^SQ(£j(D&&fo(Q[s[s(6&(9(3fll(o(S9(3 
in <lcplh These could come from oiu- 


side corrcsp4>ndciil\ and (hey often do 
One of ihc funclions of ihe supplements 
is to make room for longer articles 
which nre written with greater depth 
than more rcgul.tr contributors haxc ihc 
time or knowledge for 

Another correspondent asks if wc 
couldnT get mofc nrticlcs by A. Wc 
know- that A is n gCHnl xsritcr and a 
friend lo Fnirmixt but she happens 
to be a professional writer and journaltst. 
Wc hcsiiaie to ask A for contributions 
since wc know this is a 'buswoman's 
holiday* as it wxrc, and would probably 
prevent her from earning money (or 
her living) from such work. Wc have 
occasionally received pieces out of Ihe 
blue from A or the famous B and for 
these wc arc grateful. In any case it 
is much heller for anorchism if A can 
pul over anarchist ideas into papers 
of moss-drcul&tion There arc dangers 
in people coming over to anarchism 
because they admire A. What happens 
if A reneges on anarchism? 

Another method of getting *oarr>cs’ 
has been adopted rarely by Frecoom but 
sometimes by Anarehy and more often 
by other papers of the progressive move¬ 
ment. that is to 'life or more dignificdly 
'syndicate* articles of interest between 
papers. This has fts aliraclions but for 
a very wide reader it does moke for 
uniformity of newspapers in (he same 
way that syndicalcid material has its 
effect on the mass-circulation press. Wc 
do not say that wc reject this device 
but it is a thing to use with care. 

On (he other hand wo have, or had. 
a small band of transTaton whose 
arduosu task is in go through the 
foreign anarchist press (some scores of 
papers) and select articles worthy of 
tran-slation. This is so arduous a (ask. 
finding worthy material that few can 
be found to consistently work at this 
with the alwn>‘s altenJnni risk that the 
editors w'ill reject it after all. We have 
never been able to find an anarchist 
sympathiser volunteer of discrimination 
and good translating powcr.s to translate 
from the l.ipancsc or Yiddish. 

In this discursive reply to corre- 
ipoAdefitt>*iiro^Jlop»'(o bnim ~elearud>up 
points; we have doubtless oIk 


X*t ideas ofi squiiUng os a refonniit- fuscated some, but we hope we Kavo 


movements. Perhaps he hasn't noticed 
that (his is what we're (ry'ing to do with 
our supplements. Optimistically he says 
that 'they need not be ver>' long’. Most 
of our contributors are only part-time 
writers fa// the editors are) and 'haxxn’l 
got lime lo wriic sbon articles'. If wc 
are to explore contradictions and rela¬ 
tions this is going to take a long time 
because, to bo fair to our opponents 
—or exxn to our friends—we muxi slate 
their cose loo and not just drag quotes 
from oul of conicM. 

Further, he sa)'s wx should haxc 
a strip cartoon. There ts vomc dissension 


movement is vmUdfbul to allege (hat 
X beats his wife h interesting but ir¬ 
relevant to the purpose of Frccdom 
I t is (rue that (here is some difliculty 
in involving new people in (he group 
us another correspondent says. Gixen 
the conditions—ability, availability and 
acceptance—it h diffi^li to find people 
who w-iH turn up xvreV after week and 
work harmoniously, conlributing regu¬ 
larly to (he work of Fruoom. One 
editor had on open house when (he 
paper went to press but alas! time 
was consumed by mere idicrv and gos- 
sipers and the production xvos delayed 
and rushed. We do have an open 
house on Thursday's and one, at least, 
of (he cdiiors is present to discuss with 
xsould-bc conuihulors or even disgruntled 
readers. By u strange coincidence they 


THIS YEAR IN IRELAND 


B oth parliaments arc in rcccM. 

but some of us feel wx arx only in 
the calm in the centre of the whirixxind 
and worse must come before things get 
berter. True, exen over the Chrislmns 
period (here xvcrc robberies galore, a few 
murders, chiefly prix^le 1 think, and 
plenty of explosions, but for Ireland we 
wxre quiet. A number of people xvnlkcd 
from Dublin to Cork arriving in Cork on 
Christmas Day as a protest against the 
politiol prisoners held in such inhuman 
circumstances in English gaols. Twenty- 
three hours a (kiy in a cell the size of a 
postage stamp, bad food and beatings-up. 
if they arc lo be believed. 

In the 26 counties we are becoming 
very aware ihai our Taoiseach (Prime 
Minister) is a sick man menially and 
rsecds ireatmenl. He told newspapermen 
about the 'plot* lo kidnap himself or 
other high-up officials and was genuinely 
surprised that (hey did not believe him. 
Kidnapping would just not be possible in 
Ireland where everyone knows exactly 
what everyone else hnd for breakfast. Wc 
arc loo small a country, ond where would 
the kidnappers take a hi-jacked plane? 
Lyndt however sees plots and plotters 
b^ind every bush, and threatens intern- 
ment. He presides over the strangest 
government that the State has ever seen. 
Ho fired (wo of his Ministers and had 
them arrested, be fired another for 
reasons not yei dear, a fourth whom 


shortly before he had called *a rock of 
iniegrily' resigned culling Lynch a traitor, 
while u fifth Minixlcr W'os denounced by 
colie;iguc5 as a scoundrel of the worst 
order and certainly this man's evidence 
in court stmined even the most credulous. 
Following all (his. why should any story 
peddled lo Lynch by John Fleming of 
the Branch or Peter Berry (xsho has since 
resigned himself in fear) be too ridiculous 
to be believed? 

Tlie xvorld has suffered before from 
dotty leaders from Nero on. Remember 
the fantastic blunders Sir Anthony Eden's 
ill-health kd him to commit? Think of 
Stalin. Beria and Hitler. All gone a bit 
in the upper storey. Mr. Lynch should 
be treated by a psychiatrist and not be 
permitted to open eonccnintion camps 
and have the Branch kidnap his political 
opponents and presumably shoot (hem if 
he gels more scared for his position. 
Many of us believe it is those who 
oppose Ireland's eoliy into (he EEC 
whom he especially wants out of the way. 
He might do xsxll to remember one in¬ 
ternment without trial and Ireland is out 
of (he EEC for ever, whatever Dr. Hlllery 
thinks. Greece lost iu association with 
the EEC when it imprisoned without 
trial. Chicbeslcr-Oarke would do well 
to think about this if he intends following 
Lynch’s example os he threatened to do, 
and Britain too would be oul on its car. 

The behaviour of Fionna Fail it so 


rxminiscenl of the National Sociilisi 
Party in Germojiy in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s. Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien 
spoke in ihe Dail nga*ns( intemmcoi 
without iriol. for xvhich he was ordered 
from the Chamber. He hud to paxx by a 
group of Fianna Fail Deputies. They 
screamed. 'Kick him. Kick him. Throw 
him out', and two would have actually 
gone as far as to strike him had (hey not 
been restrained by a wiser colleague. 
Millions were interned in Dachau und 
Belscn. Lynch seems to be trying hard to 
follow Hiller's example. 

It is almost certain that n very unholy 
alliance has been drawn up bctxsccn 
Lynch. Heath and C-C which will drag 
Ireland back into the Commonxvealih ond 
federate under Westminster. 

Meanwhile while our Government in¬ 
dulges in these high jinks, prices rise and 
rise and rise. Paraffin goes up tomorrow, 
postage on Decimal Dny. and so on and 
so on. Houses stand empty all oxxr Ire¬ 
land rolling away while the homeless are 
evicted onto (ho sirccls ond exposed to 
the bitter xveathor. Old ogc pensionen 
am found dead of cold nnd malnutrition, 
but let's go into the EEC and kill two- 
thirds of our dairy cattle to keep prices 
up. 

I cannot say Happy New Year, ft would 
be hollow mockery, but I hope for just a 
little sanity to prevail. 

H. 
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inipired sooe new wrilcn and possible 
future editors. 

Wc may in penuUimate reply briefly 
dwell on the two suggestions sometimes 
m;»dc—(a) Drop Freedom; (b) Drop 
Anarehy. We do not propose lo discuss 
xvith those who helicve in a combination 
of U) and (b). In short xse believe 
(hot (he more libertarian and anarchist 
periodicals there arc the better and 
if both FrEFOom and Annrchy can 
go on xvithout absolute financial disaster 
they should do so. Relative financial 
disaster has nlwa>'s heen our lot but 
then so it is with The Times, the Daily 
Mail, the Daily Sketeli und Ihc Gu<;rr/inri 
even with all their advertising! 

Finally, it is thought by some that the 
obvious plundering and anti-union poli¬ 
cies of the Heath Government should 
make a good opportunity for Freedom's 
propaganda. TTxut may be so. hut even 
as far right as (he Labour Pnrtv there 
is denunciation of Heath s policies and 
all wc can affirm is Me-too-ism but we 
can also point out that Heath is only 
building on foundalions laid by Labour 
Goxxrnments or destroying that which 
Labour had already damaged. At the 
some tinse from all sides there arc 
repudiations of the 'permissive society' 
—whalcs'er that was. The underground 
press sinks further and further into (he 
cscapixni of pxip music, drugs, sex. 
religious cults, community and conven¬ 
tional politics. We must keep up the 
struggle for freedom. 

TTtn Editors. 
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THE POVERTY OF DOCUMENTARIES 


llNKOI\ A VM I K r.H-s tn 

® imC «'l TIN \hninM'w *'iiJ Ml .iHi'lhci 
iI»x*iin>coiai\ 4'n 1 hcfx' w.i\ tl'i* 

Panorama of Ntiuioi I.** csiiuorU «n 
rMi»ix'»\i two monlhv ov’i' On \ovcmlvi 
V IhamcN 1 \'' Kf|SMl' HarO linu*» 
ll« piXHlnoci Ian Martin vlnl a O.xni- 
mm!ar> Rcp^'rt* in April l<w*<J on Ihc 
PkH>r of St Annc\ Noitmirhani Sv'mc 
people male a livmj: i*f uiminp 

po>'en> into a \pcviaclc Anti »omc 

people nexer learn Tm not lalLint: about 
the poor. Irn UlLinie about the TV pro¬ 
ducer. Thi> film maikeJ no dexclopmcnt 
whatcxrr frv'm hix film a \e.-xr ajo UHII 
he remake the %ame him in a >'car*\ time? 

There arc ixw"* vxooH) pacudvv 

pio|tmxixTt arounJ who hone>lIy and 
itlupidly bcliex'c that an> and excr> pro- 
i:ramm« on po'^rty is a CtsxJ Thing 
1 wonder how nxany of them belong to 
Ihe Free Communicationa Croup? 

Such films are imprisoned hy stslivtic 
preocvnipations and middle-class docu¬ 
mentary' CDCS'cnlioos. Aa technically fine 
as a glossary-glovs article in (he 5ximd.i\ 
Obvious, photos by l ord Smsxsdon I’m 
all for (e^nical expenise. it's my business 
as an assistant film editor l-'rom that 
myopic viewpoint, Ihe only criticism I 
could thinV of Was that the film had a 
bit of cigarette ash spilt on it now and 
(hen. Otherwise, a smart professional 
product. Rut an ibis tcchnixjuc merged 
with the content to convey INERTIA 
and PATHOS It w.sx saturated with 


pxth.*' thv put'ifC' ihc iNc 

prcv»<st \M*.ii\ Ni'uC' ‘’J ibr p.s*r 

the v»*l|xoux*»l coninicnl.li> ihx* 'low 
xiillcJ camera xxiuk the gentle .I'listu* 
Ji"Oi'cs .xnd tadct^ui-ladcin'. the sxxecilx - 
vid t'xcilappmi: coinpl.sinis of the p»vi 
'Hard I inscs quoted several inlcrxicss' 
('\o\ p^xpx’) front the classic dsH'iimcnurx 
of I9tt, Housing Problems VNhal these 
cxlmclx dcnionstmtcd vixidlx wax not jusi 
that housing problems h.tsc not changed 
sins.’e the ’thirties lhc> revealed that the 
methods and .xtiitudcs of d»scuntcnt.xry 
film makers haven’t changed much ciihci 
The TA' audience h.xs had .t bcllvful ol 
psJ'cny. unemployment vulnerability, ill¬ 
ness. slcprtssion. pithos and apxihy I he 
doren or so pctxplc intcnicssctl in the 
film have had their fill of it Kv Uut 
unlike movt of us. mv»st of them are stuck 
m the mire OnK one person in this film 
spoke out of turn 'We don’t want pity 
With those words, he gave the lie to Ihe 
vxholc spirit of ll.srd Times This film 
induced pity. It heated for pity It shsxsxcd 
degraded and demoralised pcsvpic Any 
psx>r people vsho saw it csxuld only be 
further degraded and demoralised by it 
It rotted the soul So who was the pro** 
gramme really for? lust like Tanc*rama' 
of August 18 this was rol for poor 
pcc>ple lhems<ls*es to use to better their 
individual and colicciisc situations 
Twice, the film .showed the scrawled vsall 
message We teach .all hearts twi break - 
and other phoic>> s'lv Ksan from Shelter 


\X Ik*m' tu ifl^ ss.i% |f|v ( »c" »cr -^•l^lc«l f ’ 
to»>ih’ NMu* but ou' to'’«lcr 
niukllc s'l-i'ses It s the sjtuc old si.uv 
\ppcal to middle vl.i" vons»icnvC 
c»*mpassiiin chanty 

V\ oil mp-s-lass p«sscrly anil .xp^lhx 
ps'vcrfy and apathy nllesi.iicd by charuv 
Oscar Wilde tore apart this ch.xradc 
in 7 Ac Sfttf Iff I'ni/cr 

'Charily degrades and demor.ilises It is 
imnu»ral io use private pft'pcrlv in I'rdcr 
to allcsiatc the hortihlc evils That ic'ull 
from the system sd private pto|scrty 
We are x»fien told that the poor arc 
grateful for charily. Ihe f'esi among the 
ps»s'T arc nc'cr grateful Tlicv ate un¬ 
grateful. discontented disobedient and 
tebcllimix Ihcy are quite right to be so 
Charily Ihcy feel to be .a lidiculouxly in¬ 
adequate mode of p.xtli.il rv'litution. s»r 
a senilmcntjl dole, usually .acvonipvnicd 
by soiiii: impertinent .attempt on the pad 
s'f the sentimcnlalisl to tvf.mui'C over 
their pnsalc lives.’ Is there a better Cs*ni- 
nient »»n a tspical *cs>f«n>illed' T\' docu¬ 
mentary film maker at work? 

’Hard Timex* rcpsvrted a woman who 
has £8 sar so SsvciaJ Security, but doesn't 
claim Suppfcrrscnlary IWncfil* ’because 
she d^Ksn't tike to’, ^'cs. we know there 
are millions like her Hui should her atli- 
ludc be ct>ndoned7 No. it should nv't- 
1t should be attacked. Not hy* director 
or ccvmmentalor—^bal would be Io abuse 
the role of the media. Iteticr for the film 
lo show her in discussion with a p>ior 


|V'*'» Idc brrscll. tuil one wTi*i ilunls 
her .tliiiviilf IS wll-defc.iling It repre 
scnts kJeep i»*olcil consersalive s,*nsii 
lions of revereniT ilcfcrrntc. stirrigihrneil 
bv the f.xct th.xl the psH>r ihinV of tuile 
else but h<>w to pet hv from <'ne dax !•» 
the nest ft was ssmplomaiic of this film 
that the unique m«*n»cnt and passihihlv 
of escape fftsm the grind ol everyday 
subsistence shown to the people in the 
film and U* the viewer, w.»s the hun of .i 
sisyial worker's holiday cott.vgc to a 
family—an net xif true charity! 

Ihe commentator said; ‘Hardly any^mc 
nukes sore the poor get the benefits they 
.arc entitled to’ This begs the big ques¬ 
tion. What abivui the .Social 5vecurilv. why 
nren'i they doing their job? WTsv Joesn i 
a film like this include an interview with 
a liberal S S officer"’ .Ask him her why 
they don’t can't make sure the pevor pel 
their rights Ask him why there are 
squatters, why there arc Claimants 
I'niont. Rue first, the eyes of the produc¬ 
tion team that made 'Hard Times’ h.o.e 
lo be fssfccd open’ It had not a npvenrion 
of the squatters. Net a whisper about the 
Claimanis' l^ni'on. This film introduced 
nothing that could possibly result m poi-*: 
people coming together to fight their 
misery and d^pcralion It behawed al¬ 
most as if it was on a mission of dis¬ 
covery or rediscovery of the poor F P 
Thompson writes of Sfayhew’s huge 
18S4 reportage. L/jbouf o/jd (Jjr 

Lt'nJt>n foor ft would he ludicrous 


!•« snicest ihu Mis hew iIm. .'scinl Vu 
tiUijn r^tseiiy Ihe p,mf h,*ij lung ihi- 

cosffrtl Iheutscbrs IJic •.xnic 

applies H.sr«l limes'- Dickens' ver* 
Slim and Thsmes IV s psllid esh.* of It 
^g4ln. the ^•'rument.iior uhI sseakis 
■ I he p.mf if ihfif were IkjiiI /Miihl 
argue dilTerenlls Ibe ful is that llie 
F*esi .imong the p.*iir »rr nitViut ilseir 
ij'e he.sril Ihcy arm t just sitting In 
tficir misery or lonniviiig wiih corrupt 
TV pr«->sli>irrs ilirs re i.iVmir .ntu'O oti 
their own beh.sif 

Not jM I \‘ pr*’gramrues on the psmf 
are as misty eyed as ITard Timex’ A 
recent 'This kk'eek’ twhtUi is serv iticirn- 
sisient however) did a realU g>NMl |ob »-»ri 
I'lmgtsio Ihe poipTc in n spelled fh« 
lively message lousi and clear l><'n'l just 
sit on sour arses. fX) wmethmg fhcfc 
must Iv no more symp.sthv for the 
apathetic, no more pathos, no more 
charity sermvms Where the Clainunis’ 
I ni<»n has shossn the was apathy is 
stupid'ts Apvihy is cow.itdicc We want 
lo see programmes showing pK»f povptc 
gelling their rights hy fiehling for Them 
prc»prammcs intended i<» stimulate ether 
ps'or pc»^*pJe to do likevsrisc AnylTiing 
cl'C IS I vcless Jt-LitJS 



Seminar on Aiurdilxm 

W HILE MEETINGS continue every 
Wednesday at S pm in Freedom 
Fma Mall the first planned event in the 
New Year » for January 20. This 
xetniciar arises directly out of t!ie desire 
of 20 vifciting Amencan students (Deni¬ 
son Univenity. Ohio) to acquaint them¬ 
selves both with anarchist thought and 
individuals. All are welcome. p.irticularty 
(hose with cooiribvilions to make. In the 
Utter connection we hope, on (he same 
olght, lo draw up a list of cvcnls and 
apeakcra for (he fonheomme year. If 
you have a itabject on which you could 
1 ^ a-f*per pkuo Um or by 



WORLD 


A rnwn In (heir Came 

TTic food riots in I'oland attended by 
brutal government repression .md .icciisa- 
(ions that '.'tnii->ivc»al elements were at 
the root of the trouble will surprise no 
observer of authoritarianism. 

Students of Marxism in power—the 
realisation of the dictatorship of the 
proIeLariat'—could well scnitinise the re- 
aclionx in Russia and China Ihe latter 
trefers (o the ’revolutionary storm svf the 
Polish people' .igaifist revisionist' rulers. 
Peking newspapers wholchc.ancdly sup¬ 
ported the Poles, denouncing Soviet 
’colonial rule in ca>i F.urope' The 
Russians responded hy denouncing the 
Chinese for a ‘most unpardonable' intru¬ 
sion in (he internal allairs of another 
Lsoeiahst' country, and went on to say 
(hat this Chinese opportunism w*ns 
blatantly making capitxl of (he existence 
of ’forces hostile to the socialist order. 

The very existence of such hostile 
forces — as previously evidenced in 
Czechoslov’skia and Hungary—vs'ithin a 
long-established auUiorilnriun regime is 
for nil freedom-lovers a hopeful sign for 
the future even if we nrc limited now- 
to merely expressing solidarity with these 
‘anli-sodal’ clerrxintv. 

Rev oil of (he Slaves 

The yieldlaft of volunfnry obedience 
(o Ihe authorities Is proTiaM) (he pria- 
eipal continuinc cause of (heir xursival. 
WItrn (hU coodldoo of aersliude lx 
acrkMnfy questioDcd by (l»c masses (he 
cxIsIIqk onfer may be seriously cbal- 
kriKed. The American Army rcceixly did 
a survey of Its (mopt in Europe where Q 
high percentage of Hie men are Negroes. 
The ofTirial report expresed grrar roo- 
ctm at (he ‘aeu(e frustration . . . volatile 
ancer* encountered. The troops told (he 
InvealiKalory that (lieir Irxrc place wus 
barii home hvbere (hey could fight to 
liberate and free tbelr hlaci sisters ood 
brothers from (be d(rty» stlnhlac, iceminc 
fbcltocs, and from all fornn of racial 
bigotry and oppresrioo*. 

Exit one mllltaat 

Terry Devey wax a leading Communist 
for fifteen years For six years he had 
arorked for Datchc]or"» Foods—owTied by 
Unilever—where he had an cstahlished 
reputation as a militant and ’trouble¬ 
maker'. In October IbTO a seven-week 
strike brought all production to a cease 
and was caused by the managerrvent dis¬ 
missing him. Finally the itriko was 
settled but Devry was not reinstated. 
Instead he was giveek £).000 by the com¬ 
pany. He then surrendered his party 
card—this bit of 'pragmatiim was too 


much evxn for the CP 

When i»nc examines the rccvvrd of the 
Communist Parts- however, this sort of 
opportunism does not seem out of 
ah.xractcr It is exactly men like Dcve> 
who have llounshed in the Soviet Union 
•—not to spc.ik of (he satellite states 
where even more obsequious carrion 
dominata in (ha establishment Ex’cn in 
Bridin coaununirt ^v^**^i* an not 
^ « tnm of tho poopiIc^:r^^iny^ 
experience they hax*e .x Targe nii^surc of 
contempt fc*r ordinary workers but claim 
th.xt given p^'w-er thc> can bring .xbi'iii a 
change in their csonv>niu' lot Dcve> has 
not v..ii(Cil for communism to attain 
power in Untain—he has made his peace 
with the present otablishmcrt. 

0(tf AHnis(rr 

'One of ilif onrornons vf po/;/irj n 
lo rnuftJr o/ir'j i/ppcirtrnt lo Jo iooir 
of t/ie Jiffs tMiri itnef t/irn h* he ah/r 
fo ro/nr tJonv atiJ lair aJvianiuyr «*/ 
H/iiir rlirv Jiuvc Jonr’ — .4i i/ir Xa/ionaf 
/Veil C/ub. DC. 

Infiucncinc fiosTmincnt 

In Uic Last issue of Fxi i (iom I suggested 
that Dr Donald Schon's senes of lectures 
on RDC should be of consi<Jer.tbie in¬ 
terest to anarchists because oT Ins analysts 
of (he deficiencies in auihoniarian siruc- 
lures and his postulation of alternative 
socieiio now present in our society In 
the sixth and final lecture Dr. Schon 
makes (WO further important points that 
should be of viLat interest to anarchists 

Firstly. he points out that once a govern¬ 
ment is 111 power it frequently failed to 
adjust to changes in society and in that 
rexpcci at least there was no dillcrcncc 
between one government and another 
In its prop.4ganda cllssrls Ihs* gi'vcinmcnt’s 
message was always represented as 'true' 
—irrespective of what the f.xcls wen.* Dr 
Schon compared (his type of activity to 
commercial firms who were bent on sell¬ 
ing their products—and using dishonest 
advertising gimmickry to achieve success 
—dcspjie n lack of demand for (hem 
I1ie iWhnviour pattern which politicians 
inevitably develop must, ohjccitvcly, be 
seen as ’driiumanising and repressive 
And you will be doing it in the name of 
preservation of the means of operation 
of the system 

Secondly, therv is (he question of how 
lo JnfiiKnte Kosemment. Given, oa svg- 
gcsltd above, that govemincnl Is quite 
blind In la«lt« Its orders and propacimda 
and expceti only dumb rompNunce and 
acceptance the answer to (he qaestion h 
clearly Ibe CRF.ATION OF A CRISIS. 
If ihU makes for a cracy son of sodely 
If b. given (be aotboricarian alruclurc, 
inrvKabIc. Dr. Sdiow coodudes: *Oor 
orKanIsational map Is cndcmically aad 
peqadoally anls-nalcbed to the probleon 
that we think arc worth solsiqp.* The 
Blind leading the Blind. 

CMI LIberlles 

Simon Glynn has had his exclusion 
from residence at Keele University for 
being naked with others (a protest) con¬ 
firmed hy the High Court. 


Richard Neville, editor of O/. was 
refused bail when he appeared at West 
London Magistrates' Court on a charge 
of possessing cannabis. Pressure from 
(he Naiional Council for Civil Liberties 
and an appeal to a fudge in chambers 
secured his eventual release. The magis¬ 
trate’s refusal w^s clearly based on (he 
police penccutiofi of (he uadeffrouad 
pres»--<7Z la cuirentiy indicted with oor* 

Rudi Dubiitke. whalesTrMs filtimafF 
fnie. has provided ws with a penetrating 
insiphi into the wciriingx of the security 
police in HriLiin Despite (he fact thai 
Dulschke. wh.-itcvcr.hc could have done 
svai never any threat to the c'lablivhincnt 
hero, he was follow-ed night and day and 
all his phone CjIIs were upped Nsux-. 
Ivcforc an appeal tribunal, all the trap¬ 
pings of sO'CattcJ British justice arc 
abandoned wlUi olTicial cvidcnoe being 
given in secret without an\ opponunitv 
of examination or rebuttal by the defence 
If ordinary gvjaraniccs of a free iri.xl arc 
withdrawn in such a minor m.xttcr it 
augurs ill when more crucial cises are 
hroiighi to trial 

ANAUnilST TOPICS—2 
l-*rc«d«ui> in Kducillon 

Pan ol the vicious circle in which 
humanity is (rapped hy auihorav is that 


oSodienre Is taught from the earliest ^ge 
Thus GsmJ. parents police, employers, 
the Eovemmeni all comprise the ucrtd 
cows to whom sersilily is due To those 
who would change (he system one funda¬ 
mental problem is the provision of a 
system of education freed from the 
ancient myihs and degradation. It is for 
this reason that practical anarchists have 
taken interest in experiments io a freer 
form of education. 

One of (he eminent pioneers in this 
field is A. S. Neill, founder of Summer- 
hill It has been objected that Uie en- 
dcax’our is purely bouneois. that only 
(he children of (he well-to-do can attcod 

_ _ _ _ ^ 

survival »T“h'c It is. fiovt-rvTr 

the inner workings of ihc plus'c that will 
cs'nccm the pragmatic observer I hat 
students should be encouraged lo self- 
cxprcNsion and .iut»»nomv from (he 
earliest age. that thev should play a viul 
part in the running of schixsl (the aim 
svf current ‘student power’ rnovcmenlsi 
represent a break from traditional educa¬ 
tion ihai must be of great intcicst to 
anyone desirous of Uut change in the 
vicious circle which it absolutely osen- 
lial lo the creation of a free society. This 
may he csvndcmncd by the utopian revo¬ 
lutionary os piecemeal social enginccting 
but this criticism is the sort tvf approach 
which is utterly destructive of the pvnsi- 
biltly of social change and characteristic 
vvf the hardened pessimist. To those who 
lake an.xrchi»m seriously the whole piiini 
tv Its .schicvcmcAi 

UiLL DvvYia 


FJI/LUffES IN POWER & PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Dear Friends. 

Justin surprisingly docs less than jus¬ 
tice (bj-ha'i to his theme about the 
electricity workers: niav 1 add a few 
facts? 

Ily no means do all power siaiions in 
the country need overtime lo keep ihcm 
going: x sufficient number do so os lo 
make an nverlimc ban—which is broadly 
what ihc w'ork-to-rule amounted to— hurt. 
In fact, (hose in the South U'estem Area 
have always worked lo rule, and they 

LETTER 


have always exported power to the rest 
of (he country, and not only did they 
continue doing so during the week’s 
troubles, but even produced more power 
than usual. But because elsewhere over¬ 
time was nece&sary. the Sssuih West had 
to export even more than usual so (hat iu 
area shared in Ihe country 's power cuts. 
Ibai It had to do so w-as a decision by 
maaagcmeni and was not brought about 
by any action or inaction by power- 
workers in (he South Western Area; 
hence, no doubt, the legal remedy that 
some consumers in the South Western 
Area is seeking may well be found to 
have good legal backing. 

That is not all; propaganda to (he 
public was shamefully one-sided, and in¬ 
deed well handled by the Government 
and by ihc managemcnl (BBC sound, 
under Jack de Manio in ihe morning and 


under that eMraordmarily silly old man 
Dougl.'is bleuan at ten in the evening 
was an absolute dtvgmcc by any stan¬ 
dards—cxs'epi bv those of what it set out 
to do which was to put over a one-sided 
view to (he publicl. An instance of this 
can be best cited with reference to 
hospitals 

There w^s never any need at all for 
any hospital to be cut oil: all circuits 
with hospitals arc well known and well 
indicated. Such circuits are normally 
Ihe last to be aflected if there is any 
power cut; 1 know. I've lived on cete. and 
many others have done so too. Noi one 
of these circutu need havT been aflected; 
that they were was a deliberate decision 
of management. Nor may 1 add were 
hospilaU the only ones: a circuit con¬ 
taining mines wmuld not be touched 
either, os some of the comrades in Corn¬ 
wall arc ver> well aware, because (hey. 
unlike hospitals this time, were not 
cut olT 

Justin is dead right when be says the 
ETU failed massively in its propaganda 
effort. Let Ihe lesson be learned by other 
unions In the slrxrgfles lo come: it is 
more important lo buy space even in (he 
capitalln press to put over the truth— 
and pray let it be the Imlli and not waffle 
—than. In the end. lo pay out strike 

moneV*. 

Youn. 


CornwoU 


R B. 


Mmings at Freedom: Every Wednesday 
at 8 pTT» For details see This World' 
column 

Dr, Koberi M. V. Oflendoril. MA MD. 

LRCP. etc., wd! speak on the ditfcr- 
eneci between ie treaemcot o( 
addicts in BnUln and IIS.A. at con¬ 
ference this Sunday. January 10. 

1971. at 2,30 pm. at 6 Endslcrgh 
Street. London. 'V C I Quevtiofl*— 
Dtseuxsion .Admission Free Organ¬ 
ised b'v Drug Dependants’ Care 
Group 

SocialBt Medical AsMclatloo. A Day 
Seminar on the ’Social Causes and 
^CoQ^ucfloo of AddjjyOft!—to , — 

on Sunday. March ??< 
iv't. at the NCFTO Hall. 14 lockcy 
Fields. Loodon. W.C I (ofl Theobalds 
Roadi. Holbom Two sessions. ' 

mommg III a m lo 12.45 p.m.: after¬ 
noon 2 p m to 5 p m. Fees f per 
session. - pcT person. 

Send to 54 Finchlev Court, London. 

N3 INI! 

llUlors kVocLshopv Saturday and Sun¬ 
day, February Hand 14. 14"| Send 
for full details to: Ruskin College. 

Oxford. 

The Aoarchkt*. 1'-. P.O. Box A ?.v). 

Sydney South. NS\V 2000, .Australia. 

Lxafici available for distnhulton on 
January l2. Day 'of Demonstration 
against (he Labour Rclatums Bill. 

From Freedom Bookshop 

The Ad Hoc Basis of Kesuloiionary 
Qr gan kailon. The ntMorioux article 
by Terry Phillips (originally pub¬ 
lished in FxicdomI is soon lo be re¬ 
published as a duplicated Ic.xDcl. 
Available free from: Corby .Anarchist 
Press 70 Blenheim \N’alk. Corby, 
NorthanU. 

Younc Man (degree) desperately seeks 
some form of employment. Ring 
229 6?13 (evenings only). 

F.xeter Group- Anyone interested in get¬ 
ting a group together contact: Nigel 
Outten. Westena House. Cullomplon 
Hill. Bradninch. Exeter. If possible, 
please w*ri(e first. 

George Fouber, now squatting as No. 

090125. HM Prison, Jebb Avcoxie. 
Bri.xton. S.W,2. t.e(lers. books w?el- 
come. 

Dorliain ABarehlsti—new group being 
formed. Contact Mike Mogie, t 
Mavin Street 

fropoied Group: Kingston - on • Thamca 
and surrounding area. Write to 
Roger Willis. 69 W'oodlands Axtnuie. 

New Malden. Surrey. 

CooMOdca ta Plymootb wishing to form 
group or jua( meet other anarchit(a. 
CoDUct: John Nortbey. 16 Adelaide 
Street. Stonehouse. Plymouth. 

Freedom Woddy? Eight pages every 
week? Tf all readers could fet pm 
extra subscription—it could be done. 

You may prefer to tell by the week. 

We can let you have copies on sale 
or return. 

Uifent. Help fold and dispxt^ FapmoM 
every Thursday from 4 p.'m. onWxr^ 

Tea served. 

Please hefp. Union of American Btffee 
in Britain: c/o WRI. 3 Oeleddniin 
Road. London. N.l. 

A»ar<fcls<« In l^fieTd area please contact 
Leroy Evans 01-360 43Z4. 


P. V 












